The Editor,
We have read with great interest the article "positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP) valve malfunctioning detected by capnographic and airway pressure waveform", [1] and understand the serious consequences of PEEP valve malfunction. We feel that such malfunction should be prevented as it can jeopardize the ventilation as well as the safe administration of anesthesia. In light of the same, we would like to mention the recommendations given in the instruction manual of Dräger Fabius GS anesthesia workstation from Draeger Medical Inc. (Telford, PA, USA) for cleaning, and disinfection of the PEEP valve discs. [2] The recommendations are: 1. Wet pasteurization at 70°C/158°F for 30 min after detergent cleaning 2. Immersion (glutaraldehyde based formulations of 2%) 3. Autoclaving (including steam and hot air at 134°C/273°F).
It is recommended that the above mentioned procedure should be scheduled after each patient use. However, the authors of the cited article mention that the workstation underwent service 7 months prior to the incident reported but no regular cleaning was performed for the PEEP valve discs as directed by the manufacturer. Apparently, the PEEP valve malfunction was due to
